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"The Government of the 
GDR did nothing for Jewish 
people. Before reunification, 
only Soviet Victims of 
World War II were 
discussed." - Magdalena 
Keil, citizen of the former 
GDR

"Communism led to a 
specific approach to the 
Holocaust in Poland: Jewish 
victims were rarely 
mentioned." - Michal, 
Assistant Professor of Social 
Psychology, University of 
Warsaw

"Communism suppresses 
religious observances. It is 
only now that Jewish life 
has the opportunity to revive 
in Poland." - Piotr Kowalik, 
Deputy Head of Education, 
POLIN Museum

Ideological 
Influences

"Its more difficult for a 
country to accept its 
Holocaustic history when 
the study of the Holocaust 
isn't a significant part of that 
education system." - Sarah 
Hiron, Head of Education 
and Outreach, Jewish 
Museum of Berlin

"Ravensbrück began as a 
memorial only for Soviet 
victims. After the Berlin 
Wall fell, they were allowed 
to include other prosecuted 
groups, including religions." 
- Dr. Sabine Arend, Head of 
Collections Department, 
Ravensbrück Memorial 

"I've faced prejudice 
because of the way I look, 
not out of hate, but a lack of 
education about Judaism." 
Rabbi Ellis, Office of the 
Chief Rabbi of Warsaw

Education Urban v Suburban Areas
• "There is a large 

difference between 
Jewish communities in 
[rural] hometowns and 
larger cities." - Blanka
Nissan, Library, Jewish 
Historical Institute

The "other"
• "They prosecuted the 

Jewish people rather than 
the Jewish religion." -
Sarah Hiron, Head of 
Education and Outreach, 
Jewish Museum of Berlin

• "The Jewish community 
in Warsaw is about 2,500 
to 3,000 people. The 
exact number is 
impossible to know as 
less and less decide to 
identify as Jewish." -
Rabbi Ellis, Office of the 
Chief Rabbi of Warsaw

• "Until 1968, communities 
were very secularized. 
After 1968, Poland saw a 
large emigration to Israel 
and decrease in Jewish 
communities." - Michal, 
Assistant Professor of 
Social Psychology, 
University of Warsaw

Integration

Utilizing the Holocaust as a case study of grandiose international hate crimes, 
countries throughout Europe can be examined and compared with one another 
to determine how anti-Semitism has been able to flourish or reduce under 
similar historical circumstances

The Nazi Holocaust represents the height and depth of centuries of hatred and 
cultural tension in Europe directed against many groups of people, none more 
recognizable than the Jews. Recent events in certain European countries 
suggest that the hatred dominating the National Socialist regime in the 1930s 
and 1940s did not end with the fall of the Third Reich. Coloring both criminal 
behavior as well as speech, anti-Semitic hate remains in Europe today as a 
consistent sociopolitical force. 

Germany and Poland, in terms of percent of Jews exterminated, sympathy 
towards fascism, anti-Semitic hate crimes and presence of concentration and 
extermination camps during the World War II, contributed largely to the terror 
of the Holocaust. Despite their antisemitic similarities, both countries have very 
different levels of antisemitism today, as evident from the increase in Jewish 
emigration in Poland and decrease in Germany

Research Question:

• What internal factors, political, economic or social shifts, after WWII affected the ability of a nation to decrease antisemitism exposed 
during the Holocaust? 

• What influence did post-War powers have on the ability of the observed nation to overcome such hate?

A qualitative research study based on expert testimony and historical 
literary analysis provides a holistic yet authentic view of 
antisemitism in Poland and Germany since World War II. 

• Experts chosen were leading voices, through their own 
professional research and/or employment in applicable 
museums or institutions, in the fields of Jewish history, 
Polish/German culture and/or World War II history.

Michal Bilewicz, 
Assistant 
Professor of 
Social 
Psychology, 
University of 
Warsaw 

https://www.psych.udel.edu/people/fu
ll-list-searchable/mbilewiczJacek Lechandro, 

Deputy Head of 
the Research 
Center, 
Auschwitz-
Birkenau State 
Museum

http://auschwitz.org/en/contact/?id_dzialu=5

Benefits of Interview Data
• Thoughtful, personal responses
• Allowed for more detailed 

questioning
Potential Consequences 
• Quantity of Subjects (9)
• Human error
• Language Barrier
• Professional Biases

Expert TestimonySample Questions
1. Through your position at 

<<INSTITUTION>>, what is your 
perception of Jewish communal life in 
<<POLAND or GERMANY>> today? 
Does this differ among cities and rural 
areas?

2. After World War II and the establishment 
of Soviet rule, how did the Jewish 
community develop to what it is today? 
How did the ruling government influence 
this?

3. What is the nature of anti-Semitic 
ideology in the government today as 
compared to the period of Soviet 
occupation? 

4. How has your Jewish identity been 
shaped through living in <<POLAND or 
GERMANT>>? Did your experiences 
vary among cities and rural towns?

5. Is the Holocaust spoken about differently 
among different ages?

6. In what ways has Holocaust education 
differed over time? Did political shifts 
affect this at all?

Literary Analysis
• Sources of information were included to gather a complete 

and detailed history of Jewish life and relations in 
Germany and Poland before, during and after WWII and 
the Holocaust was taken. 

• Literature also included reliable and objective 
sources about the history of the 20th century as it 
pertains to the post-Holocaust, Cold War and 
post-USSR eras. 

http://www.springer.com/s
eries/11193

https://www.amazon.com/Van
ished-Ideology-

The results gathered during this study stress the 
importance of inclusion and education in the 
combat of hate. Specifically, this research may be 
used to:
• Discover appropriate tactics to prevent current and 

future genocides, ethnic cleansings and human rights 
violations

• Develop more comprehensive atrocity reactive policy in 
the United States

• Prompt the expansion of this study to other countries 
affected by current or past genocides, ethnic cleansings 
and other forms of mass hate crimes

Hate radiates among our differences and it is how 
we respond to development of such hate that can 
influence the escalation into national, or even 
international, conflict. 
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http://endgenocide.org/learn/past-genocides/the-cambodian-genocide/
http://www.norighttoleave.com/legislation-and-diplomacy.html
http://endgenocide.org/learn/past-genocides/the-rwandan-genocide/
http://https://legionmagazine.com/en/2011/05/romeo-dallaire/
http://endgenocide.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/4/2015/01/bosnian-genocide.jpg
https://www.thestar.com/news/world/2016/03/28/syrias-civil-war-witnessing-how-it-all-began.html
https://menatidningen.se/sliding-towards-a-virtual-genocide-in-yemen/

• There lacks a connection between a country’s degree of participation during the Holocaust and current levels of antisemitism. After 
careful analysis, it became clear that certain political and social infrastructure changes between 1945 and present-day directly affected 
the devolution or escalation of antisemitism:

• The Soviet Union and influence of communism
• Varying approaches to Holocaust education
• Integration of Jewish communities into the larger society

Given that over three-quarters of a century has passed since the end of World War II, researches 
now have the opportunity to reflect on the memory of the largest genocide in modern history. 
Although the slogan “Never Again” has not affectively achieved its message, the past 77 years 
emphasizes the importance of inclusion and education in the devolution of hate. Mass atrocity 
prevention and reaction policy, particularly in the United States, must reflect these findings in order 
to become more effective in preventing future international conflict. 


