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Background

Northeastern University does not currently have a venue for interdisciplinary undergraduate 
interaction within the field of global health. This is despite the university’s growing involvement 
within and commitment to the field. With the Northeastern Undergraduate Global Health 
Initiative (NUGHI), we plan to hold the first student-led undergraduate global health conference.   

Global health can be defined as the “improvement of health worldwide, the reduction of 

disparities, and protection of societies against global threats that disregard national borders”1.  

NUGHI provides an opportunity for students to interact both with influential members of the field 

of global health and with fellow students in the context of global health. NUGHI aims to synthesize 

key themes into a conference with 3 goals: 

1. to educate undergraduates about global health

2. to connect undergraduates with leaders in different areas of the field

3. to support Northeastern’s growing global health programs

References:
nsf.gov/news/speeches/cordova/17/fc170403_northeastern.jsp
news.vanderbilt.edu/2016/11/07/new-interdisciplinary-university-research-council-created/

We would like to thank the Office of Undergraduate 
Research and Fellowships for their support and guidance. 

Approach

Results

1. NUGHI has a support system of faculty from a wide 
range of colleges including College of Science, Bouve 
College of Health Science, the Social Impact Lab, and 
the Center for Health Policy and Law. 

2. With the faculty council’s assistance, NUGHI’s venue is 
secured in the  Interdisciplinary Science and 
Engineering Center on October 19-20, 2018.

3. Over the 2-day conference, participants will attend 
panel discussions, workshops, game sessions, and 
presentations. This workshop framework was used to 
build out a program of diverse and interesting 
workshops. Keynote speakers will address important 
global health topics.

4. Surveys will be administered to attendees on the second 
day of the conference to poll which parts of the 
conference people enjoyed, found memorable, or could 
have done without. The data will be used to improve 
the conference and make NUGHI an annual 
undergraduate conference. 

Impact

NUGHI is unique in its interdisciplinary approach to global health. Work that affects global health can be done in a 
vast array of specialties. This conference seeks to give a platform to experts in as many of these areas of study as 
possible. With a thorough exploration of research, economics, policy development, and education, attendees will 
have the opportunity to develop a holistic understanding of global health and the skills to begin making their own 
marks on the field. NUGHI 2018 will provide students with an opportunity to gain knowledge, skills, and 
connections. Furthermore, NUGHI’s programming presents attendees with the chance to interact closely with 
leaders in global health. Ultimately, NUGHI seeks to provide undergraduates with the resources they need to best 
understand and contribute to the amelioration of global health.
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Logistics

● Confirm venue, 

date, and time 

for the 

conference 

● Build a tentative 

NUGHI schedule

3. Create workshop 
series and bring in 

key speakers

● Integrate themes 

into a workshop 

series (see 

Results)

● Identify and 

contact relevant 

speakers

1. Identify Faculty 
Advisory Council

● Gather faculty 

and staff from 

across colleges 

and 

organizations

● identify key 

goals and 

themes

4. Collect feedback and 
improve future 

iterations 

● Gather feedback from 

attendees about 

positives/deltas of NUGHI 

2018

● Use survey feedback to 

build a sustainable model 

for future conferences


