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Abstract 

According to recent studies, it takes a woman 
seven instances of domestic violence to leave 
their partner. Most studies of domestic violence 
focus on the impact of domestic violence on 
women and whether they decided to report to the 
police or not. This research will focus on the 
impacts of domestic violence on juveniles ages 0-
18 and the effects of policy developments. 
Through the National Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence and the Massachusetts 
Government website the policy developments 
will include access to weapons (guns specifically) 
and changes in punishment for the charges of 
domestic violence. The cities being compared are 
Fall River, Brockton, and Boston. The effects of 
policy are the main focus of this research. 

#TimesUp: Challenging Domestic Violence

Policies to Increase Health, Wellness, and Justice

Questions 

How does the exposure of domestic violence at 
home affect juveniles psychologically and their 
chances of ending up in the criminal justice 
system? 

How have domestic violence policies deterred or 
encouraged domestic violence?

How do Boston’s, Brockton’s, and Fall River’s 
domestic violence statistics compare? 

Boston, Brockton and  Fall River
Impact & Findings

• There is still not enough research to clearly 
explain if juveniles exposed to domestic violence 
are more likely to end up as the victims or the 
aggressors in the criminal justice system. 

• The exposure to domestic violence does increase 
the likelihood of a juvenile’s emotional and 
mental instability.

• There are 59 organizations in Massachusetts that 
serve as a domestic violence resources. In 70% of 
them Spanish is spoken and in roughly 30% of 
them Portuguese is spoken. 

• Of these 59 organizations, there are none in 
Brockton and only 2 in Fall River. 

• Brockton out of the three, is the city with the 
most reported domestic violence incidents. 
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